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2008 CRUSADER SCHEDULE
Tournament Time: Valparaiso begins Horizon League Cham-
pionship play Thursday evening in Chicago, Ill. as the Cru-
saders take on the Ramblers of Loyola at Loyola Soccer Park
for the second time this season.  The Crusaders are 0-1 in
Horizon League Championship action after falling last year
in the first round at Wright State, 2-1.

The Matchup: Loyola holds an 11-2-2 advantage in the all-
time series against the Crusaders, including a 2-0 victory
earlier this season in Chicago on Oct. 5.  The two squads
played a scoreless first 45 minutes, but the Ramblers got on
the board with a goal by Alex Jones in the 57th minute and
tacked on an insurance tally in the 73rd minute to close out
the scoring.  Kyle Zobeck made four saves in net for the Cru-
saders, while Brian Byrne stopped two shots to earn the shut-
out for Loyola, the first time Valpo had been shut out in the
2008 season.

Recapping Last Week:  The Crusaders split a pair of Horizon
League contests last week to close out the regular season
slate, falling to #13/13 UIC, 2-1 before winning on Senior
Day against Detroit, 3-0.  Paul Leitelt gave Valpo an early
1-0 lead versus the nationally-ranked Flames in the 14th
minute, but UIC tallied the equalizer less than six minutes laster
and scored the match-winner midway through the second half.
Against the Titans, it was again Leitelt with the opening goal,
this time in the 55th minute, and an own goal followed by
Israel Bisoni’s first Division I marker closed out the scoring.
Kyle Zobeck stopped eight shots for his fifth shutout of the
year against Detroit, tied for second-most in a single cam-
paign in program history.

Following the Crusaders: WVUR (95.1 FM, Valparaiso) will
not be broadcasting Thursday night’s match.  Valpo’s campus
radio station aired nine Crusader men’s soccer matches dur-
ing the regular season, while live stats for all Valpo home
matches and select road matches were available through the
official Valparaiso athletics website.

SPORTS MEDIA RELATIONS

Requests to cover home games should be made through
Aaron Leavitt, Assistant Director of Sports Media Relations,
by contacting (219) 464-6953.  Seating is available in the
press box atop the grandstand for working media.  Media
guides and statistics from both schools will be available to
working media.

During the week, all player and coach interview requests
should be directed to Aaron Leavitt.  Media planning to at-
tend practice should call ahead to Leavitt to confirm practice
time.  Game-day interviews prior to the match are not per-
mitted.  Coach Avery and requested players will be avail-
able following the match.

DATE OPPONENT TIME RESULT
Aug. 29 Eastern Illinois 4 p.m. W 2-1
Aug. 31 at DePaul 5 p.m. W 1-0
Sept. 5 at IUPUI 6 p.m. L 3-1
Sept. 7 Western Illinois 1 p.m. L 2-1
Sept. 12 vs. #25/RV Bradley # 5 p.m. W 1-0
Sept. 14 at RV/RV Evansville # 1:30 p.m. L 3-1
Sept. 19 at Missouri State 7 p.m. T 1-1 (2ot)
Sept. 21 Western Michigan 4 p.m. W 3-0
Sept. 26 Milwaukee * 3:30 p.m. T 2-2 (2ot)
Sept. 28 Wright State * 1 p.m. L 2-1
Oct. 3 at Butler * 12:30 p.m. L 2-1 (ot)
Oct. 5 at Loyola * 6 p.m. L 2-0
Oct. 11 at Cleveland State * 6 p.m. L 3-2
Oct. 19 IPFW 2:30 p.m. W 3-1
Oct. 23 at Green Bay * 7 p.m. L 1-0
Oct. 26 at #24/RV Michigan State 1:30 p.m. T 0-0 (2ot)
Oct. 31 #13/13 UIC *$ 3 p.m. L 2-1
Nov. 2 Detroit *$ 1 p.m. W 3-0
Nov. 6 at Loyola % 7 p.m.

All times Central.
Home matches in bold and played at Eastgate Field.

# - at ProRehab Aces Soccer Classic (Evansville, Ind.)
$ - played on Brown Field

% - at Horizon League Championship (Campus sites)
* - indicates Horizon League match

2008 CRUSADER ROSTER
# Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Yr. Hometown/High School (Prev. School)
1 Ryan Schwarz GK 6’2" 165 Jr. Rockford, Ill./Boylan Catholic
2 Andrew Stewart D 6’2" 195 Sr. Buffalo Grove, Ill./Stevenson
3 Adrian Ortiz MF 5’10" 150 So. Berwyn, Ill./Morton West
4 Ken Perkins D 5’10" 160 So. Cedar Rapids, Iowa/Kennedy
5 Rodolfo Lucas MF 5’10" 165 Jr. Mogi Mirim, Brazil/ (Coffeyville C.C.)
6 Jon Obial F/MF 5’8" 135 So. Cincinnati, Ohio/Turpin
7 Clifton Brown D 5’11" 170 Sr. Chillicothe, Ohio/Unioto
8 Yuuki Guzmán MF 5’10" 145 Sr. Tokyo, Japan/Seoul (Korea) Foreign
9 Oscar Lomeli F 6’2" 200 Sr. Jalisco, Mexico/ (Bethel [Ind.])
10 Paul Leitelt MF 5’10" 155 Sr. Munster, Ind./Munster
11 Brett Bermes D 5’9" 171 Sr. Portage, Ind./Portage
12 Kyle Gentile MF 5’9" 160 So. Brownsburg, Ind./Brownsburg
13 Kevin Deitsch D 6’0" 145 So. Cincinnati, Ohio/St. Xavier
14 Danny Jeftich MF 6’0" 165 Sr./Jr. Valparaiso, Ind./Valparaiso (IUPUI)
15 Jake Freisinger MF 5’9" 160 So. Saint John, Ind./Lake Central
16 Steve Shively F 5’8" 147 Jr. Indianapolis, Ind./North Central
17 Chadd Sult D 6’1" 155 Fr. South Bend, Ind./John Adams
18 J.J. Del Castillo MF 5’8" 155 Jr. Mexico City, Mexico/Seaholm (Gardner-Webb)
19 Zack Stivers F 6’0" 160 So. Brownsburg, Ind./Brownsburg
20 Kelvin Zelee F 5’9" 165 So./Fr. South Bend, Ind./John Adams (Indiana)
21 Brendan Roth MF 6’0" 175 So./Fr. Elkhart, Ind./Memorial
22 J.P. Lytle D 5’10" 155 So. Wooster, Ohio/Wooster City
23 Israel Bisoni F 5’11” 165 Jr. Senador Amarol, Brazil/ (Coffeyville C.C.)
24 Tyler Sellers F 6’1" 165 Fr. Hutchinson, Kan./Buhler
25 Clayton Lyons F 6’2" 185 So./Fr. Louisville, Ky./Trinity
26 Adrian Navar D 5’9" 145 So. Berwyn, Ill./Morton West (Augustana)
27 Vasilios Kyriakopoulos MF 5’8" 150 Fr. Darien, Ill./Shattuck-St. Mary’s [Minn.]
28 Nathan Fitzgerald MF 6’0" 170 Fr. Wichita Falls, Texas/Rider
29 Lenny Young D 5’10" 145 Fr. Tuxedo Park, N.Y./Don Bosco Prep
30 Kyle Zobeck GK 6’1" 165 Fr. Coralville, Iowa/Iowa City West
31 Omar Figueroa D 5’8" 155 Fr. Tamarac, Fla./American Heritage
32 Jose Pecego F 5’10" 155 Fr. Rio de Janeiro, Brazil/The Highlands [Texas] School

Head Coach: Mike Avery (Westmont College, 1990) – 2nd season
Assistant Coach: Rick King – 2nd season

Volunteer Assistant: Andy McCaslin
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STANDINGS

TEAM HL OVR
UIC 6-1-1 (19) 12-2-4
Butler 5-0-3 (18) 13-2-4
Cleveland State 5-2-1 (16) 7-7-3
Green Bay 4-2-2 (14) 6-7-4
Loyola 3-3-2 (11) 8-6-3
Wright State 3-4-1 (10) 5-13-1
Milwaukee 1-5-2 (5) 4-9-5
Valparaiso 1-6-1 (4) 6-9-3
Detroit 1-6-1 (4) 4-12-2

HORIZON LEAGUE INDIVIDUAL

HORIZON LEADERS

GOALS G

1. Frank Patano - Butler 12

2. Braden Fleak - WSU 8

Baggio Husidic - UIC 8

Tosaint Ricketts - UWGB 8

5. Kyle Pateros - Butler 6

ASSISTS A

1. Eduardo Garcia - Butler 13

2. David Prochazka - UWGB 8

3. Boris Gatzky - Butler 6

Baggio Husidic - UIC 6

5. Three tied with 5

POINTS PTS

1. Frank Patano - Butler 26

2. Baggio Husidic - UIC 22

3. Eduardo Garcia - Butler 19

4. Tosaint Ricketts - UWGB 18

5. Braden Fleak - WSU 16

GOALS AGAINST AVG. GAA

1. Jovan Bubonja - UIC 0.70

2. Brian Byrne - Loyola 0.74

3. Nick Hegeman - Butler 0.75

4. Adam Stikl - UWGB 1.00

5. Kyle Zobeck - Valpo 1.33

SAVE PERCENTAGE PCT.

1. Jovan Bubonja - UIC .800

2. Nick Hegeman - Butler .797

3. Brian Byrne - Loyola .793

Adam Stikl - UWGB .793

5. Kyle Zobeck - Valpo .788

SHUTOUTS SO

1. Jovan Bubonja - UIC 8

Brian Byrne - Loyola 8

3. Nick Hegeman - Butler 7

4. Adam Stikl - UWGB 6

5. Kyle Zobeck - Valpo 5

Mike Avery begins his second season at the helm of the Crusader
men’s soccer program in 2008.  Avery guided the Crusaders to one
of the best defensive seasons in school history in his first year on the
sidelines. Under Avery’s leadership, Valparaiso allowed just 28 goals
in 18 matches, the third-fewest goals allowed in a single season in
program history.  He coached the Horizon League Goalkeeper of the
Year in Ryan Schwarz, as well as Second Team All-League honoree
Oscar Lomeli.

Avery arrived at Valpo from the University of Louisville, where he
was the top assistant under head coach Ken Lolla in 2006.  He also
previously served as an assistant coach at Notre Dame, and has head
coaching stints at Bethel [Ind.] and Cal State San Bernardino.

HEAD COACH MIKE AVERY
Picked Sixth: Valpo was picked to finish sixth in the Horizon League this
year by the league’s head coaches.  UIC was a unanimous choice to win
the league title, followed by Green Bay, Loyola, Butler and Milwaukee.
The Crusaders were trailed by Wright State, Detroit and Cleveland
State in the polling.

Tournament Teams Highlight Schedule: Four of Valpo’s 18 opponents
on the 2008 slate reached the NCAA Tournament last season.  The
Crusaders downed the first two such opponents they have faced, de-
feating DePaul (1-0) on Aug. 31 and #25/RV Bradley (1-0), which
advanced to the 2007 Elite Eight, on Sept. 12.  Valpo then earned a
hard-fought 0-0 (2ot) tie on the road at #24/RV Michigan State on
Oct. 26.  #13/13 UIC, the final such opponent of the regular season,
defeated the Crusaders 2-1 on Oct. 31.

Getting Results Out of League: With Valpo’s tie against Michi-
gan State last Sunday, the Crusaders closed out their non-league
regular season slate at 5-3-2.  This year is the first time since
Valpo joined the AMCU in 1988 that it has finished with a non-
conference record better than .500.

Protecting the Home Pitch: With their win on Senior Day against
Detroit at Brown Field, the Crusaders finished their 2008 home
slate at 4-3-1 between Brown and Eastgate Fields.  This year
marks the third straight season that Valpo has closed out the
year at or above .500 on its home pitch, while the last two sea-
sons have also drawn the two biggest average home attendances
in men’s soccer history.

Close Games: Through 18 matches in 2008 to date, Valpo has
seen the final margin be two goals or fewer on 16 occasions,
with the only outliers being 3-0 victories over Western Michigan
and Detroit.  In league play, the games got even tighter for the
Crusaders, as just one of their six league losses came by more
than one goal.

Senior Steps Up: Senior Paul Leitelt made the most of his final
weekend of home play in the Crusader uniform.  Leitelt notched
the match-opening goal against nationally-ranked UIC on Fri-
day before scoring the eventual game-winner versus Detroit on
Sunday.  His two goals on the weekend increased his season
total to four and give him 13 career tallies, tied for the most of
any active player.  The match-winner against the Titans was the
fourth-such goal of his career.

Zobeck In Net: Freshman goalkeeper Kyle Zobeck has kept the
Crusaders in many of their games during the 2008 season and is
putting together one of the best statistical seasons in school his-
tory.  The freshman has had to play every minute in net for Valpo
and holds a 1.33 goals against average, good for fifth among
league netminders and on pace to set Valpo’s single-season
record.  Zobeck also ranks fifth in the league with a .788 save
percentage and has earned five shutouts, tied for second-most in
a single year in Crusader men’s soccer history.

Thursday, November 6
#7 Milwaukee at #6 Wright State, 6 p.m.

#9 Detroit at #4 Green Bay, 7 p.m.
#8 Valparaiso at #5 Loyola, 7 p.m.

Sunday, November 9
6/7 winner at #3 Cleveland State, noon

4/9 winner vs. 5/8 winner at higher
seed, TBA

Friday, November 14
3/6/7 winner vs. #2 Butler
4/5/8/9 winner at #1 UIC

Sunday, November 16
Championship Match

SCHEDULE


